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event in 1816. The missionary at San Buenaventura Mission, Father Jose Senan, 
.,,,,J 

writes that there were famine conditions on Santa Rosa Island in 1816, that the 

Indians out here were starving. When do we see most of the islanders, almost 

the entire island evacuated and people migrating to the mainland? It's in 1816. 

You can ask the question, why didn't they do that earlier? They must have surely 

experienced El Nino events earlier in prehistory. Yes, they did, but what did they 

have then that they didn't have in 1816? Then they had trading partners. They 

could trade their bead money for resources during an El Nino event when they 

had scarcer fish available to them. In 1816, all the people they used to trade with 

were now at the missions. They were living at the missions, so their old trading 

partners were no longer available to help them buffer that shortfall that they 

experienced during 1816, during that very severe El Nino. 

Excellent. Tied it up in a perfect bow. 

Well done, John. You are done. Next victim. 

Take a little break? Little break? 

Yeah. How's your leg? 
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